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 Greetings Nobles and Ladies. Your El Katif Shriners have been very busy this 
past month. Many Nobles and their Ladies have been selling Duck Race tickets each 
weekend. The Circus crew have been up to their high wires selling ads and tickets for 
this years two Circus venues (Spokane Valley and Pasco). We had 4 Screening Clinics 
that referred 24 kids to our Shrine Hospital. I give a BIG THANK YOU to all of you Nobles 
and Ladies that are working so hard. 
 At our last meeting in April, Gene Raynaud the Administrator of the Spokane 
Shrine Hospital and Sally Mildren the PR Director gave us a very informative presenta-
tion about our Hospital. The Hospital has been very busy seeing kids in the clinics as 
well as performing many surgeries. We will be one of four Hospitals to start billing insur-
ance companies in July. It is projected that Spokane will generate enough earnings from 
3 rd  party pay to cover all but 2.4 Million dollars of our expense to the endowment. The 
Hospital will also stay as a full service unit doing all of the same work it has been doing. 

This was great news to hear. Also the Nobles of Whitman County, Blue Mountain, and Pomeroy Shrine Clubs pre-
sented two checks in the amount of $12,500 each to the Spinal Implant Fund and the Patient Transportation Fund. 
These funds were raised from their efforts of selling ads for the State B Basketball District 9 Tournaments. Thank you 
Nobles for all of your great support to our mission. 

Nobles we need your help. We need you to volunteer some of your time for the many tasks at hand. We keep re-
lying on the same people to get all of the jobs done. Please call and ask what, when, and where. At the first of the year I 
challenged everyone to participate and get involved. The work is not hard and it usually is a lot of fun. Please call your 
Club or Unit President or the Shrine office and ask what you can help with.  
 As you all should know by now, El Katif is hosting the summer PNSA (Pacific Northwest Shrine Association) July 
28 -31. All of the activities that will be happening are in this publication. There is much to do to prepare and just as 
much to do come July 28th . The list of Chairman and their respective responsibilities are here in The Word. If you see 
something that you are good at, or would like to help with please call them, or call me. And if you havenôt registered yet, 
what are you waiting for. Donôt miss out on all the fun. 

We have Ceremonial on May 22 and we still have room for more candidates. I know that several of the Blue 
Lodges have been very busy creating new Masons. This is where we all came from and we must support these Lodges. 
Stay involved with your Lodge or travel to others. I am sure you will meet Brothers that are interested in furthering their 
Masonic ties. You might just meet a new friend which would be well worth your effort. Remember that if we all found one 
new member, whether it be a new Mason or a new Shrine/Mason this would solve a lot of our membership issues.  

Mentoring and Restoration are also issues that we all need to work on. We have approximately 1100 members in 
El Katif and several have stopped attending for one reason or another. If you know a Shrine/Mason that you havenôt 
seen for awhile, call them up and invite them to your next function. Remind them of all the fun and camaraderie that 
you have had in the past. Remind them of all the good that comes from being a Mason and a Shriner. And donôt forget 
their Ladies. All of our groups invite the Ladies to many of the functions we have. Our Ladies are our best support, so 
keep them informed as to what is happening.  

The May Shrine meeting on the 5th   will be a Cinco de Mayo party with some fun and games for all. Please invite 
your Lady and your friends and remember to RSVP to the office for dinner. It should be a fun evening and even more fun 
with YOU there. 

Some of the Golf events coming soon are in Kennewick (May 8), the El Katif-Rite Care (June 19), PNSA (July 29), 
The Fairways Tournament (August 13). All of these tournaments are open to our Ladies.  

Remember to sign up for the WSU Football game on September 25th . We must have 60 signed up by this June 1st 
to secure the bus and tickets. Again we will have a hosted lunch with the beverage of your choice on the WSU practice 
field. The bus ride, game, ticket, lunch, and all the fun for $85 per person. $10 of this goes to the Spokane Shrine Hospi-
tal. WSU is playing USC and they might even have a chance at beating them this year.   

So Nobles, Ladies as you can see there are several activities so attend and have fun. And I didnôt mention all of 
the picnics and parades that will happen in the next few months. Again THANK YOU to all of you that are staying in-
volved and working so hard to make El Katif and the Shrine so good. 

Deb and I  look forward to seeing all of you somewhere down the road.  
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Yours in the Faith 
Von Chimienti 
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